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4‐22‐11 
 
TROMADANCE FILM FESTIVAL, FRI APRIL 22 & SAT APRIL 23, ASBURY PARK 
 

Friday, April 22 (6‐10pm); Saturday, April 23 
(10am‐10pm) 
The Showroom 
708 Cookman Avenue 
Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732‐502‐0472 

 
From Metromix: 
“If you’re a local fan of independent art, this very well may be the coolest news you’ve read in quite a 
while: TromaDance is coming back to Asbury Park. It was recently announced that the 12th annual 
TromaDance Film Festival will be coming to town on April 22 and 23. After 10 years in Park City, Utah 
– the town which also plays host to the Sundance Film Festival – TromaDance moved to Asbury Park 
last year.” 
And Brooklyn Brewery is a proud sponsor. Join us for the films, and be sure to stay for the after party 
at Asbury Lanes on Saturday, April 23 at 10pm, featuring the band Psychocharger. 
Read more about TromaDance here, here, or just watch this motion picture! 
 
 

 
 
http://www.brooklynbrewery.com/blog/2011/04/14/tromadance‐film‐festival‐fri‐april‐22‐fri‐april‐
23‐the‐showroom‐asbury‐park/ 



 
 

 
 

4‐7‐11 
 

TromaDance Film Fest Announces Official Panelists For 12th TromaDance Film Festival 
 

 
 
 
 
April 7, 2011 (New York, NY) ‐  It was announced today by Tromadance director Jonathan Lees, that 
the Tromadance Film Festival (April 22‐23, Asbury Park NJ) will feature guest panelists Michael 
Gingold (Managing Editor of Fangoria Magazine), cult animator John Goras (Chirpy), and legendary 
Queen of Independent Cinema, Debbie Rochon, along with Academy Award nominated animator Bill 
Plympton, and New York State Film Commissioner Pat Kaufman.  Special guest panelist and 
Tromadance founder, Lloyd Kaufman, will serve as moderator.  
 
The panel will be Selling Your Movie in the Age of Digital Revolution.  Now that the digital revolution 
has allowed all of us to make our own damn movies, how do we live off them in a media world 
controlled by giant conglomerates? 
 
(Details on panelists bellow) 
 
Pat Kaufman, as New YorkState's Film Commissioner, has spearheaded the $2 billion NY State 
incentive program which has fostered the great growth of New York's film industry. 
http://www.nylovesfilm.com/ 
 
Michael Gingold is Managing Editor of Fangoria Magazine and a prominent film journalist and also 
appeared in Troma's War. http://fangoria.com/   
 
John Goras is the animator of the cult short Chirpy which has received accolades from numerous film 
festivals. 
 
Debbie Rochon is one of horror cinema's great scream‐queens, appearing in hundreds of films such as 
Nowhere Man and Tromeo and Juliet,as well as hosting her own radio show with Dee Snider 
http://www.debbierochon.com/  http://twitter.com/DebbieRochon 
 
Bill Plympton is a legend in the world of animation and the first animator to distribute his own movies.  
Nominated for an Oscar, he has also directed music videos for artists like Madonna and Kanye West. 
Bill Plympton has directed a plethora of bizarre and innovative animated movies such as Idiots and 
Angels, Your Face, and I Married A Strange Person! http://www.plymptoons.com/     
 
To learn more about the films selected for TromaDance please go to www.tromadance.com. 
 
http://geektyrant.com/news/2011/4/7/tromadance‐film‐fest‐announces‐official‐panelists‐for‐12th‐t.html



 



 

 
 
 

April 18, 2011 
 
Troma Film Festival Gets a Theme Song 
With the festival right around the corner, Tromadance Film Festival has released their very own theme song, “Tromadance” 
by Count Smokula, on the Troma Entertainment YouTube Channel which you can checkout below. 
 
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to filmmakers and fans. Unlike every other film festival, 
TromaDance does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all screenings is free and 
 
open to the public. Also, there are no VIP reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or parties of any 
kind given. The organizers of TromaDance believe films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new filmmakers. 
Art ‐‐ in all its forms ‐‐ is for the people!  Tromadance was created in 1999 by Troma President and Creator of the Toxic 
Avenger, Lloyd Kaufman, based on an idea from SouthPark creator Trey Parker. 
 
To learn more about the films selected for TromaDance please go to www.tromadance.com. 
 
The TromaDance film Lineup features; 
 
All About Evil by Joshua Grannell: The evil begins when Deborah, a mousy librarian, inherits her father’s beloved but failing 
old movie house, the Victoria. In order to save the family business, she discovers her inner serial killer‐‐ and starts turning 
out a series of grisly short films 
The Taint by Drew Bolduc and Dan Nelson: When society is transformed into a land of sadistic violence and horrible 
brutality, it is up to Phil O’Ginny and his female friend, Misandra, to combat the horrible evil that is THE TAINT 
Kidnapped by Miguel Angel Vivas : Jaime, Marta and their daughter Isa have just moved into a luxurious new house. Marta 
begins to prepare the dinner and puts a bottle of champagne on ice to celebrate the move. As night falls, three hooded men 
violently force their way into the house. Panic ensues and soon the real violence will begin. 
The Troma Film Festival will also be featuring a ton of fantastic horror shorts the complete list of which you can see here 
 

 
 
http://www.horror‐movies.ca/2011/04/troma‐film‐festival‐gets‐a‐theme‐song/ 



 
 

 
 

3‐29‐11 
 
TromaDance 2011 Announces Official Feature Film Selections For 12th TromaDance Film Festival 
 
29 March 2011 2:06 PM, PDT | GeekTyrant | See recent GeekTyrant news » 
 
I truly am a lucky guy! I got to hangout with Troma head cheese Lloyd Kaufman this past weekend at HorrorHound in 
Indianapolis and he's frakkin awesome!  Check out the latest PR on Tromadance which is coming up on April 22‐23. 
 
  
 
Tromadance Film Festival Announces 
 
   
 
Official Feature Film Selections For 12th Tromadance Film Festival 
 
March 28, 2011 (New York, NY)‐  It was announced today by Tromadance Program Director Jonathan Lees, that the feature 
film selections for the Tromadance Film Fesitval (April 22‐23, Asbury Park NJ) will be Drew Bolduc's The Taint, Joshua 
Grannell's All About Evil, and the East Coast premiere of Miguel Angel Vivas' Kidnapped.  
 
  
 
Also,  TromaDance will host a special block of New shorts from Academy Award nominated animator Bill Plympton, who 
will present Guard Dog Global Jam, The Cow Who Wanted to be a Hamburger and The Flying House. These films represent 
the eclectic mix of » 
 
‐ brians 
 
 
 
http://www.imdb.com/news/ni9068599/ 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

4‐6‐11 
 
 
LLOYD KAUFMAN & THE 12TH ANNUAL TROMADANCE FILM FESTIVALFeaturedFilmPodcasts — 
April 06, 2011 
 

The TromaDance Film Festival is returning to Asbury Park – 
April 22nd and 23rd at the Showroom Theater.  In this podcast, 
Christopher Benincasa talks with the man behind the festival, 
Lloyd Kaufman.  Kaufman is perhaps best known for introducing 
us to The Toxic Avenger – a mutant super‐hero character he 
created that has come to symbolize independent, do‐it‐yourself 
filmmaking – just the right mascot for a festival like TromaDance. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.jerseyarts.com/blog/index.php/nj‐film/2011/04/lloyd‐kaufman‐the‐12th‐annual‐
tromadance‐film‐festival/ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

3‐29‐11 
 
12th ANNUAL TROMADANCE FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES SHORT FILM SELECTION 
   
New York, NY‐ March 11, 2011‐ The 12th Annual TromaDance Film Festival have announced the first round of short films 
selected to screen over the course of the cult two day festival, 22‐33 April @ The Showroom Theatre‐ Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. 
  
With a record number of entrants and a lengthy screening process, TromaDance Program Director Jonathan Lees 
announced that the TromaDance Selection Committee have selected the following short films to screen at this year's 
festival;   
  
The selected short films include: 
  
 Krawll by Matthew Wade, 
Menstrual Cramps by Bunny Williams, 
Pink Sock by Josh Schneider, 
Toothless by Steven Dorrington, 
Concrete Baby by Mattias Silva and Piotr Marciniak, 
Dog Eat Dog by Curtis Jensen, 
Alice Jacobs Is Dead by Gary Weeks, 
Domestic Disturbing by Gary Weeks, 
Waffle by Rafael DeLeon Jr., 
I Chopped Her Up by Divian Ladwa, 
Return of Ghost Tank by John E. Goras, 
Arsy‐Versy by Miro Remo, 
36th Underground by PH Debies, 
Getting Dicked by Rogin Kim, 
App by Kyle Corwin, 
Mommy's Boy by Hans Montelius, 
Devil Town by Victoria Cook, 
Dr. Sausage Fingers by Richard Taylor and Zack Beins,   
Atrophy by Derek Carter, 
Dogsitter by Adam Reider, 
Pizzangrillo by Marco Gianfreda, 
Torture Porn and Get Off My Porch by Patrick Rea, 
52 Takes Of The Same Thing, Then Boobs by T. Arthur Cottam, 
Rats on Cocaine in "Fight" by Dean Packis, 
Failure Means A Drowning Death by J.P. DiSciscio, 
Crippled Horse Energy Drink, Beasts of War, Big Ass Bear, and Saved By The Horn by Marc M., 
Brutal Relax by David Munoz, Adrian Cardona, and Rafa Dengra. 
  
This is the 12th year that TromaDance has screened a diverse selection of films from all around the world. TromaDance 
was created in 1999 by Troma President and Creator of the Toxic Avenger, Lloyd Kaufman, based on an idea from South 
Park creator Trey Parker. 
  
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to filmmakers and fans. Unlike other film festivals, 
TromaDance does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all screenings is free and open to the public. 
There is no VIP reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or parties of any kind given. The organizers 
of TromaDance believe films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new filmmakers. Art ‐ in all its forms ‐ is for 
the people! 
To learn more about the films selected for TromaDance please go to www.tromadance.com. 
 
http://moviesharkdeblore.com/site/news/newsmain_view.php?editid1=254 
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Official Panelists Announced For 12th Annual Tromadance Film Festival 
 
It was announced today by Tromadance director Jonathan Lees, that the Tromadance Film Festival (April 22‐23, Asbury 
Park NJ) will feature guest panelists Michael Gingold (Managing Editor of Fangoria Magazine), cult animator John Goras 
(Chirpy), and legendary Queen of Independent Cinema, Debbie Rochon, along with Academy Award nominated animator 
Bill Plympton, and New York State Film Commissioner Pat Kaufman. Special guest panelist and Tromadance founder, Lloyd 
Kaufman, will serve as moderator.  
 
The panel will be Selling Your Movie in the Age of Digital Revolution. Now that the digital revolution has allowed all of us to 
make our own damn movies, how do we live off them in a media world controlled by giant conglomerates? 
(Details on panelists bellow) Pat Kaufman, as New YorkState's Film Commissioner, has spearheaded the $2 billion NY State 
incentive program which has fostered the great growth of New York's film industry. 
http://www.nylovesfilm.com/  
 
Michael Gingold is Managing Editor of Fangoria Magazine and a prominent film journalist and also appeared in Troma's 
War. 
http://fangoria.com/   
 
John Goras is the animator of the cult short Chirpy which has received accolades from numerous film festivals. 
 
Debbie Rochon is one of horror cinema's great scream‐queens, appearing in hundreds of films such as Nowhere Man and 
Tromeo and Juliet,as well as hosting her own radio show with Dee Snider 
http://www.debbierochon.com/ http://twitter.com/DebbieRochon  
 
Bill Plympton is a legend in the world of animation and the first animator to distribute his own movies. Nominated for an 
Oscar, he has also directed music videos for artists like Madonna and Kanye West. Bill Plympton has directed a plethora of 
bizarre and innovative animated movies such as Idiots and Angels, Your Face, and I Married A Strange Person! 
http://www.plymptoons.com/    
 
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to filmmakers and fans. Unlike every other film festival, 
TromaDance does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all screenings is free and 
open to the public. Also, there are no VIP reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or parties of any 
kind given. The organizers of TromaDance believe films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new filmmakers. 
Art ‐ in all its forms ‐ is for the people! Tromadance was created in 1999 by Troma President and Creator of the Toxic 
Avenger, Lloyd Kaufman, based on an idea from SouthPark creator Trey Parker. 
 
To learn more about the films selected for TromaDance please go to www.tromadance.com . 
 
 
 
http://www.paramuspost.com/article.php/20110407172302207 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

4‐26‐11 
 
Tromadance Film Festival Announces Official Feature Film Selections For 12th Tromadance Film Festival 
By Mel Fabrikant   Tuesday, March 29, 2011, 11:43 AM EDT     
It was announced today by Tromadance Program Director Jonathan Lees, that the feature film selections for the 
Tromadance Film Fesitval (April 22‐23, Asbury Park NJ) will be Drew Bolduc's The Taint, Joshua Grannell's All About Evil, 
and the East Coast premiere of Miguel Angel Vivas' Kidnapped.  
 
Also, TromaDance will host a special block of NEW shorts from Academy Award nominated animator Bill Plympton, who 
will present Guard Dog Global Jam, The Cow Who Wanted to be a Hamburger and The Flying House. These films represent 
the eclectic mix of innovation and independence which makes Tromadance a truly visionary festival. You can learn more 
about the features and shorts at www.tromadance.com. 
 
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to filmmakers and fans. Unlike every other film festival, 
TromaDance does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all screenings is free and open to the public. 
Also, thereare no VIP reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or parties of any kind given. The 
organizers of TromaDance believe films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new filmmakers. Art ‐ in all its 
forms ‐ is for the people! Tromadance was created in 1999 by Troma President and Creator of the Toxic Avenger, Lloyd 
Kaufman, based on an idea from SouthPark creator Trey Parker. 
 
The Feature Films of Tromadance 2011 
 
All About Evil 
Directed by Joshua Grannell. 
The evil begins when Deborah, a mousy librarian, inherits her father's beloved but failing old movie house, the Victoria. In 
order to save the family business, she discovers her inner serial killer‐‐ and starts turning out a series of grisly short films. 
http://www.allaboutevilthemovie.com/  
 
The Taint 
Directed by Drew Bolduc and Dan Nelson. 
When society is transformed into a land of sadistic violence and horrible brutality, it is up to 
Phil O'Ginny and his female friend, Misandra, to combat the horrible evil that is THE TAINT. http://www.taintmovie.com/  
 
Kidnapped 
Directed by Miguel Angel Vivas. 
Jaime, Marta and their daughter Isa have just moved into a luxurious new house. Marta begins to prepare the dinner and 
puts a bottle of champagne on ice to celebrate the move. As night falls, three hooded men violently force their way into the 
house. Panic ensues and soon the real violence will begin. 
http://www.filmaxinternational.com/film.php?id=54  
 
The 12th Annual TromaDance Film Festival have announced the first round of short films selected to screen over the 
course of the cult two day festival, 22‐33 April @ The Showroom Theatre‐ Asbury Park, New Jersey. 
 
To learn more about the films selected for TromaDance please go to www.tromadance.com.  
 
 
http://www.paramuspost.com/article.php/20110329114308845 
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12TH ANNUAL TROMADANCE FILM 
FESTIVAL POSTER UNVEILED 
Posted by Staff on 4/13/11 • Categorized as Movies 
 
 

April 13, 2011 (New York, NY)‐ TromaDance Co‐Director Jonathan 
Lees has unveiled the poster for the 12th Annual TromaDance Film 
Festival (April 22‐23, Asbury Park, New Jersey). The 12th Annual 
TromaDance Film Festival will feature films including Drew Bolduc’s 
The Taint, Joshua Grannell’s All About Evil, and the East Coast 
premiere of Miguel Angel Vivas’ Kidnapped (courtesy of IFC Films). 
TromaDance will also include films from Oscar nominated animator 
Bill Plympton as well as a panel including Plympton, Fangoria 
Managing Editor Michael Gingold, animator John Goras, and New 
York Film Commissioner Pat Kaufman. 
 
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to 
filmmakers and fans. Unlike every other film festival, TromaDance 
does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all 
screenings is free and open to the public. Also, there are no VIP 
reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or 
parties of any kind given. The organizers of TromaDance believe 
films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new 

filmmakers. Art – in all its forms – is for the people! Tromadance was created in 1999 by Troma 
President and Creator of the Toxic Avenger, Lloyd Kaufman, based on an idea from SouthPark creator 
Trey Parker. 
 
http://reviewfix.com/2011/04/12th‐annual‐tromadance‐film‐festival‐poster‐unveiled/ 
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TromaDance Film Festival Announces Official Feature Film Selections For 12th TromaDance Film Festival 
 
It was announced today by Tromadance Program Director Jonathan Lees, that the feature film selections for the 
Tromadance Film Fesitval (April 22‐23, Asbury Park NJ) will be Drew Bolduc’s The Taint, Joshua Grannell’s All About Evil, 
and the East Coast premiere of Miguel Angel Vivas’ Kidnapped. 
 
Also, TromaDance will host a special block of NEW shorts from Academy Award nominated animator Bill Plympton, who 
will present Guard Dog Global Jam, The Cow Who Wanted to be a Hamburger and The Flying House. These films represent 
the eclectic mix of innovation and independence which makes Tromadance a truly visionary festival. You can learn more 
about the features and shorts at www.tromadance.com. 
 
TromaDance is the first film festival wholeheartedly devoted to filmmakers and fans. Unlike every other film festival, 
TromaDance does not charge filmmakers to submit their films. Entrance to all screenings is free and open to the public. 
Also, thereare no VIP reservations or preferential treatment regarding films, panels, or parties of any kind given. The 
organizers of TromaDance believe films are meant to be seen, especially when it comes to new filmmakers. Art – in all its 
forms – is for the people! Tromadance was created in 1999 by Troma President and Creator of the Toxic Avenger, Lloyd 
Kaufman, based on an idea from SouthPark creator Trey Parker. 
 
The Feature Films of Tromadance 2011 
 
All About Evil ‐ Directed by Joshua Grannell. 
 
The evil begins when Deborah, a mousy librarian, inherits her father’s beloved but failing old movie house, the Victoria. In 
order to save the family business, she discovers her inner serial killer– and starts turning out a series of grisly short films. 
http://www.allaboutevilthemovie.com/ 
 
The Taint ‐ Directed by Drew Bolduc and Dan Nelson. 
 
When society is transformed into a land of sadistic violence and horrible brutality, it is up to 
 
Phil O’Ginny and his female friend, Misandra, to combat the horrible evil that is THE TAINT. http://www.taintmovie.com/ 
 
Kidnapped ‐ Directed by Miguel Angel Vivas. 
 
Jaime, Marta and their daughter Isa have just moved into a luxurious new house. Marta begins to prepare the dinner and 
puts a bottle of champagne on ice to celebrate the move. As night falls, three hooded men violently force their way into the 
house. Panic ensues and soon the real violence will begin. 
 
http://www.filmaxinternational.com/film.php?id=54 
 
http://smartcine.com/blog/2011/03/30/tromadance‐film‐festival‐announces‐official‐feature‐film‐selections‐for‐12th‐
tromadance‐film‐festival/ 
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- Here's an interview with Troma's Lloyd Kaufman. 

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/popcandy/post/2011/04/early‐buzz‐free‐ice‐cream‐
courtney‐love‐more‐headlines/1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Tromatized: A Conversation with Lloyd Kaufman 
Added April 22, 2011 
 
Lloyd Kaufman 
 
By Scott Zakarin 
(April 2011) 
 
Lloyd Kaufman is a scoundrel to the studio system, a rebel to 
the film festival independents and a hero to the filmmakers 
who don’t fit into the models that are general accepted as 
what movies are supposed to be. His production company 
Troma Entertainment (co-founded with partner Michael Herz) 
has been making movies with titles like “The Toxic Avenger,” 
“Class of Nuke ’Em High” and “Tromeo and Juliet” for almost 
40 years. 
 
The films have one thing in common: They are fun. 
Kaufman’s films don’t take themselves too seriously. Instead, 
they celebrate true independence, where the boundaries of 
what is considered acceptable has no bounds. A graduate of 
Yale University, Kaufman is fiercely intelligent and incredibly 
driven, and despite his outlier status, he has an incredible 
track record of profitable releases. 
 
TromaDance, taking place April 22–23 in Asbury Park, N.J., 
was founded on the same principles with which Kaufman 
makes his films: independently, on a budget and free from the 
influence of the Hollywood studio system. 
 
Moving Pictures: You and I have actually met on a couple 
occasions, but it was probably in the malaise of Comic-Con. 
We did a move called “Comic Book: The Movie” years ago. 
 
Lloyd Kaufman: Oh yeah! Sure, I’ve seen it. 
 
MP: I just saw your IMDb. It’s not listed. 
 
Kaufman: It’s not? I’m in that movie? 
 
MP: You’re in it. 



 
Kaufman: I thought I got cut out. I don’t think I’m in it. Am I in it? 
 
MP: You’re definitely in it. 
 
Kaufman: Oh, thank you. 
 
MP: I’m a fan. I read “Make Your Own Damn Movie!” years ago. You have the “Your Own Damn Movie!” franchise. 
 
Kaufman: That’s the franchise. “Produce Your Own Damn Movie!,” “Direct Your Own Damn Movie!,” and the next one is 
going to be “Write Your Own Damn Book About Making Your Own Damn Movie!” 
 
MP: Is that true? 
 
Kaufman: No, I think after “Sell Your Own Damn Movie!” I have to move on to something else. 
 
MP: “Watch Your Own Damn Movie!”? 
 
Kaufman: Exactly. “Blow Your Own Damn Brains Out!” 
 
MP: I actually saw you guys at Cannes one year too. 
 
Kaufman: Yep, we still do that. 
 
MP: It’s the funniest thing! 
 
Kaufman: Well, you thought it was funny. Most of the industry do not think it’s funny. We did a documentary about 
Cannes too. I don’t know if you’ve ever seen that. 
 
MP: I have not. 
 
Kaufman: Ah, you must. It’s called “All the Love You Cannes!” You can see it for free on Hulu. 
 
MP: That’s very Beatles. 
 
Kaufman: It concerns Cannes in the year 2001, I think, or the year 2002. And it was in a bunch of film festivals. It’s pretty 
extreme — I mean, it really shows us in the worst possible light. 
 
MP: That’s one of the things I do love about you. 
 
Kaufman: Well, you should check out “Direct Your Own Damn Movie!” because half of it is what I do, and the other half 
is successful directors who have either come up through Troma ranks or ones I’ve worked with or ones sort of influenced 
by — Eli Roth and James Gunn — and I think there’s some more mainstream directors too who I’ve just been friendly 
with, my contemporaries, but far more successful. It’s a good book. 
 
MP: Success is measured in different ways. 
 
Kaufman: Well, you know what I mean, but “Direct Your Own Movie!” has directors who are doing no-budget movies to, 
you know, Roger Corman to Joe Dante to James Gunn; I think Stan Lee might have a little piece in there. And then the 
other half is sort of my theory of how I do the Troma movies. 
 



MP: Right, which is in some ways similar and some ways not. So I guess the first thing we should talk about is 
TromaDance. 
 
Kaufman: Yes, absolutely. It actually goes back to my days with Trey Parker and Matt Stone. When they were 
completing “Cannibal! The Musical,” they insisted on going out to Sundance, and I had resisted on going to Sundance 
mainly because I sensed it was not for me. But I agreed to go. I figured I’d go skiing. This was about 15 years ago, but I 
think we were all so shocked at how rude and how unpleasant the Sundance atmosphere was. 
 
So we decided to set up a festival at the same time and same place as Sundance in Park City, Utah, where there was no 
entry fee. You didn’t have to pay to submit your movies, you could see the movies for free, and no-VIP policy. And we 
did it there for 10 years. And then we noticed, in about the seventh or eighth year, we had got quite a bit of interesting 
publicity. One year the front page of the Salt Lake City Tribune was all about TromaDance, the opening day of 
Sundance, and it was when I was at my [most] vociferous because we had had volunteers for TromaDance getting 
arrested by Park City police because they were handing out leaflets. 
 
So we moved. Two years ago we moved to Asbury Park, N.J. And of course New Jersey is the home of the Toxic 
Avenger and Tromaville — all our movies are set in Tromaville, N.J. And Asbury Park actually wanted us, which was 
kind of cool after 10 years of being hated. There are so many deserving movies, and some of them may even be 10 
years old that nobody ever got to see because they weren’t in any movie theaters and they never got on TV or into 
Blockbuster or whatever. So, you know, we play some of those movies too, although most of what we play are — if you 
go to www.tromadance.com, we’ve got the selections for this year. 
 
 
 

MP: How do you support it? 
 
Kaufman: Well, Troma has employees who give their time. So we have a staff. And 
then we have fans. Right now I think we’ve got 12 fans in and around Asbury Park 
who are putting posters in shop windows and just doing what needs to be done. 
Asbury Park is not nearly as expensive. If there’s a deficit, there’s no revenue, so it’s 
not a very good business model, but we [have] some sponsors because … again, 
TromaDance gets a fair amount of exposure and it’s got kind of an interesting street 
cred. 
 
MP: So who chooses the movies? 
 
Kaufman: We have a program director, who has been our director for I think maybe 
10 years. Jonathan Lees is his name. He used to work for Troma but now he — I’m 
not sure what he does, but he’s in the film business. He’s very intellectual … and 
anyway, he’s the program director, and he has two or three other people who screen 
the movies and somehow they make their selections. 

 
MP: I know I’m putting you in a tough position with this question, but I also think that a lot of that comes from the fact that 
your “Lloyd Kaufman” — is it like Steve Jobs leaving Apple? 
 
Kaufman: I’ve had a partner named Michael Herz, my life partner, who is very averse to any kind of public appearance, 
but he does exist. And he is totally Tromatic, he just doesn’t appear, and he just is not into the actual content. He was for 
20 years and then he stopped. I mean Roger Corman stopped directing movies. Michael’s the same way. 
 
MP: But Roger Corman is still very identifiable with his brand. 
 



Kaufman: Yeah, oh, absolutely. But “The Toxic Avenger” has a life of its own. I mean, Troma, we own about a thousand 
movies, so if I get hit by a bus … certain of these movies — “Kabukiman,” “Poultrygeist,” “Tromeo and Juliet” — they’re 
being remade now. 
 
MP: Today indie filmmakers have Final Cut Pro on their systems, they have After Effects, digital everything. So what 
would your recommendation for independent filmmakers be in terms of using the modern technologies? 
 
Kaufman: Well the good news is, and that’s part of why you might want to read my recent books, is in “Make Your Own 
Damn Movie!” I was arguing for celluloid. The digital technology had not come up to the level I liked. But since then, and 
part of it is because I’ve acted in these movies — like the guys who made “Crank.” They’re big Troma fans, [and] they 
put me in a couple of their movies. And they made “Gamer” with Gerard Butler and some other people, and that was the 
first major movie to use the RED camera. And I filmed behind the scenes for my DVD box sets. I do DVD box sets to go 
with the books. So I got a pretty good lesson on the RED when “Gamer” was being made, which was a while back. And 
there’s no question that the digital technology is mainly better than celluloid right now, so I’m all for it! I mean, we’ve 
been shooting digital, and my next movie, I’ll probably use the RED or equivalent. 
 
MP: One of the things I saw in your bio is that you’re a big advocate of Internet neutrality … 
 
Kaufman: Well, the Internet is the last democratic medium. It’s our last hope of having any kind of, you know — the 
major media ignores the independent. A myriad of people have come out of our loins, and not to mention the fact we 
own a building here and we’ve put people to work here who would certainly be on welfare. Not one New York media 
medium — newspaper, TV, radio, not one — mentioned that it was Troma’s 35th year, the longest running independent 
movie studio in history probably, in New York! Nothing. We’re not part of the gang. We’re not part of the elite. 
 
The reason I ran for chairman of the Independent Film and Television Alliance, the only reason I ran, was so that I could 
use our treasury to lobby in Washington to fight the consolidation of media and also to fight to preserve neutrality. And 
we did f–k up the Comcast merger, we threw a monkey wrench into it, and they now have been talking to us 
independents. And we worked out a deal — not Troma, but the IFTA — there’s a deal where Comcast is required to do 
certain things, to reach out to the independent producers of television, because television is so closed to the 
independent TV producers. Through the lobbying, we accomplished something on the media consolidation front. But 
‘Net neutrality, our members are not quite aware what that is, so I’m kind of waging my own fight there. 
 
MP: Now do most people know your background? Like, that you’re a Yale graduate? 
 
Kaufman: I don’t think so, no. I don’t really talk about it much. I think I talked about it a little bit in my first book, which 
was a memoir. 
 
MP: I don’t know if people know where you came from or where your business savvy comes from and your love of films 
— you know, where all that collides. 
 
Kaufman: Well, you know, there are so many young people who want to make movies, and they don’t read books, they 
don’t go to school, they don’t travel. What are they going to make movies about? They’ve got nothing to say! They say, 
“Okay, let’s make a zombie movie!” My main advice to the young people is to do something you really believe in, 
because otherwise it ain’t worth it. 
 
MP: Absolutely, and I know I’ve always found directing to be the most painful thing in the world. Now I know you’ve done 
a lot of that. 
 
Kaufman: Oh, it’s horrible! But writing is worse. I’m on my third writer now. I have an attention-span problem, so I write 
with people. It took five years to get a screenplay on “Tromeo and Juliet.” I wrote a draft, I wrote with somebody, and it 
was five years and then finally James Gunn came along and he was brilliant. 



 
MP: So let me ask you a final question: What are you thinking about 3-D and how that is going to affect the future of 
Troma and Troma projects? 
 
Kaufman: I don’t think it’s for me. In terms of my own mindset, I have absolutely no interest. I hated “Piranha 3.” I thought 
it was horrible. I thought the 3-D was a distraction. I know they had a talented director, that French guy [Alexandre Aja], 
so my guess is the 3-D f–ked him up and that he had to pay attention to the stupid 3-D, which was incredibly 
unimpressive. 
 
 
http://www.movingpicturesnetwork.com/26202/lloyd-kaufman-interview/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
TromaDance Unveils 2011 Poster 
 
Added April 13, 2011 
 
Share 
 
Poster for the 12th Annual Tromadance Film Festival 
 

 
 
Lloyd Kaufman and his Troma troupe have just unveiled their poster for the TromaDance Film Festival’s 12th outing 
(April 22-23, 2011 in Asbury Park, New Jersey). While newsworthy only to a particular demographic, Troma-heads are 
doing everything they can to reach out to new fans of the form by keeping the film festival free. 
 



Joshua Grannell’s “All About Evil” is screening, as are Drew Bolduc’s “The Taint” and Miguel Angel Vivas’ “Kidnapped.” 
The festival also features a panel with old-school animation guru Bill Plympton, scream queen Debbie Rochon, the 
managing editor of Fangoria magazine, and the New York Film Commissioner. 
 
Entrance to the screenings is free, filmmakers are not charged submission fees for having their films considered and 
there are no VIP reservations. If that weren’t reason enough to turn up to this schlock fest in New Jersey then perhaps 
this is – one of their sponsors is Brooklyn Brewery. 
 
Aaaah, everything, suddenly, just got clearer. 
 
For screening times and other updated information, check out the festival’s site at http://www.tromadance.com/ 
 
 
http://www.movingpicturesnetwork.com/25731/tromadance-unveils-2011-poster/ 


